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491—1.7(99D,99F) Criteria for granting licenses, renewing licenses, and determining race
dates. The commission sets forth the following criteria which the commission will consider when
deciding whether to issue a license to conduct racing or gaming in lowa. The various criteria may not
have the same importance in each instance and other factors may present themselves in the consideration
of an application or applications for a license. The criteria are not listed in order of priority. After the
initial consideration for issuing a license, applicable criteria need only be considered when an applicant
has demonstrated a deficiency.

1.7(1) Compliance. The commission will consider whether or not the applicant is and has been in
compliance with the terms and conditions specified in lowa Code section 99D.9 or 99F 4.

1.7(2) Revenue provided by facility. The commission will consider the amount of revenue to be
provided by the proposed facility to the state and local communities through direct taxation on its
operation and indirect revenues from tourism, ancillary businesses, creation of new industry, and taxes
on employees and patrons.

1.7(3) Viability. The commission will consider whether the proposed operation is economically
viable and properly financed.

1.7(4) Security. The commission will consider whether the proposed operation is planned in a
manner that provides adequate security for all aspects of its operation and for the people working at
and visiting the facility.

1.7(5) Efficient and safe operation. The commission will consider whether the proposed facility is
planned in a manner that promotes efficient and safe operation of all aspects of its facility.

1.7(6) Efficient, safe, and enjoyable for patrons. The commission will consider whether the proposed
facility, including, but not limited to, parking facilities, concessions, the casino/grandstand, access to
cashier windows, and restrooms, is planned in a manner that promotes efficient, safe, and enjoyable use
by patrons.

1.7(7) Compliance with applicable state and local laws. The commission will consider whether the
proposed facility is in compliance with applicable state and local laws regarding fire, health, construction,
zoning, and other similar matters.

1.7(8) Employ appropriate persons. The commission will consider whether the applicant will
employ the persons necessary to operate the facility in a manner consistent with the needs, safety, and
interests of all persons who will be at the facility.

1.7(9) Population. The commission will consider the population of the area to be served by a
facility together with location of other facilities of whatever nature within and without the state. The
commission may engage an independent firm proficient in market feasibility studies in the industry for
specific analysis of any application to determine the potential market of any proposed facility as well as
the impact on existing licensees.

1.7(10) Community support. The commission will consider support within the community in which
a proposed facility is to be located for the promotion and continuation of racing or gaming.

1.7(11) Character and reputation. The commission will consider whether there is substantial
evidence that the officers, directors, partners, or shareholders of the applicant are not of good repute and
moral character. Any evidence concerning an officer’s, director’s, partner’s, or shareholder’s current
or past conduct, dealings, habits, or associations relevant to that individual’s character and reputation
may be considered. The commission may consider all relevant facts surrounding alleged criminal or
wrongful conduct resulting in the filing of criminal charges, a conviction, nolo contendere, no contest or
Alford pleas entered by the applicant or operator in any court or administrative proceedings. A criminal
conviction of an individual shall be conclusive evidence that the individual committed the offense
for which the individual was convicted, but this does not preclude the commission from considering
evidence that the individual committed additional offenses. The commission shall decide what weight
and effect evidence about an officer, director, partner, or shareholder should have in the determination
of whether there is substantial evidence that the individual is not of good reputation and character.
Officers, directors, partners, and shareholders who have a significant interest in the management,
ownership, operation, or success of an applicant may be held to a more stringent standard of conduct
and reputation than others with a less significant interest or role in such matters.
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1.7(12) Nurture the racing industry. The commission will consider whether the proposed racetrack
operation would serve to nurture, promote, develop, and improve the racing industry in lowa and provide
high quality racing in lowa.

1.7(13) Purses. The commission will consider whether the proposed racetrack operation will
maximize purses.

1.7(14) Breeders. The commission will consider whether the proposed racetrack operation is
beneficial to Iowa breeders.

1.7(15) Gaming integrity. The commission will consider whether the proposed operation would
ensure that gaming is conducted with a high degree of integrity in lowa.

1.7(16) Economic development. The commission will consider whether the proposed operation will
maximize economic development.

1.7(17) Tourism. The commission will consider whether the proposed operation is beneficial to lowa
tourism.

1.7(18) Employment opportunities. The commission will consider the number and quality of
employment opportunities for lowans the proposed operation will create and promote.

1.7(19) Sale of lowa products. The commission will consider how the proposed operation will
promote the development and sale of lowa products.

1.7(20) Shore development. The commission will consider the amount and type of shore
developments associated with the proposed excursion gambling boat project.

1.7(21) The commission will consider such other factors as may arise in the circumstances presented
by a particular application.



